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Invocation (John 4:24)

Worship ZH{ R
@ Praise “Blessed the Lord” 02 2L S Y =

® Apostle’s Creed @ AMEAE
Prayer CHEZ|= 27| ZAt
Announcements W3 AA
Bible Reading q4E8=
Philippians 3:1 HETEA 3314
Offering Prayer 257|2
Message |
“Rejoice in the Lord” “Z otoj|A 7|ty 52}
® Praise
“Way Maker” @ ZCHS

@ Benediction
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(@ Please Stand)

Sermon Note (EM)

1) The first of the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit is love, and the second fruit
that appears is 'joy', that is, happiness. A life full of joy is a life filled with
the Holy Spirit. A life overflowing with joy is precisely the life that God
desires for us.

2) If we were to simplify the theme of the Epistle to the Philippians into a
single word, it would be 'joy." The Apostle Paul used the word ‘joy' as
many as nine times in this short letter, which is only four chapters long.

3) However, as we read this letter, we want to question the Apostle Paul.
"Can someone in a situation like mine truly be joyful? How good must
have the circumstances and environment of Apostle Paul been for him to
confidently say 'Rejoice’ as many as nine times?"

4) Paul was imprisoned in a Roman jail. He was living as a prisoner, bearing
an unjust stigma. In the twilight years of such a life, he was spending each
day without hope, not knowing when he might be released from prison.
He was struggling to take care of himself and occasionally received
consolation goods sent by the saints of the church. So, how on earth could
Apostle Paul be joyful amidst such extreme loneliness and in such harsh
conditions?

5) The world thinks that those who have much and those who are
powerful can be happy. However, Apostle Paul not only had nothing, but
also seemed to have lost everything, yet he discovered 'the secret of being
able to rejoice' even in such a situation.

6) "(Phil 3:1) Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord..." Who do we rejoice
in? We rejoice "in the Lord". The expression that Apostle Paul used most
frequently when writing letters is 'in the Lord.' What is the first condition
for us to be able to rejoice beyond situations and environments? It is to
rejoice 'in the Lord."

7) A mature Christian can pray with gratitude even in the midst of hardship.

Because they are sure that God is the one who oversees history, they can
pray with joy and thankfulness even in crisis situations where their life is
unpredictable.

8) "Rejoice always... this is God's will for you in Jesus." (1 Thessalonians
5:16-18) No matter how difficult and hopeless our current situation and
environment may seem, we can rejoice "in the Lord" because of the Lord
and because the Lord is with us.
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